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135M 
in 55
countries

Conflict in Ukraine
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10.1B USD 
Required 10.5B 12.5B 13.7B 14.8B 21.4B
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9.6B

8.5B

6B USD
Received

WFP faces the largest funding gap recorded in our 6-decade history

Funding Overview

Sources: WFP Annual Performance Report for 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,2022, WFP Dashboard 

22.8B

14.1B

https://dashboard.wfp.org/overview


WFP’s technical and policy support indirectly influenced the quality of life, access to education and nutritional status of 107 million schoolchildren and through direct implementation, WFP's school meals reached 

more than 20 million children globally. 

In 2023, we assisted 150 million people in over 120 countries and territories

WFP’s technical and policy support indirectly influenced the quality of life, access to 
education and nutritional status of 107 million schoolchildren and through direct 
implementation, WFP's school meals reached more than 20 million children globally.



Partnerships with the 
Nordic Countries

The Nordics (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway & Sweden) ranked as WFP’s 
fourth largest donor in 2023 providing 
more than USD 500 million:

o Strong supporters of flexible funding

o Ukraine: Grain from Ukraine initiative, 
humanitarian and food systems

o Climate Action

o Scaling up Innovative Solutions

o School Meals



School meals







WHAT THE COALITION IS ...                    AND WHAT IT IS NOT

Government-led, partner-supported

It has a country level focus

Focused on multisectoral action 
and partnerships

Focused on evidence-based action

Creates networks, not institutions 

Not a UN led initiative

Not a new structure, new organization 
         or institution

Not a fund or a fundraising mechanism

What is the Coalition



97 countries and 3 regional bodies are committed to the Coalition



School 
Meals 
Coalition

Partners are 
supporting 
the Coalition

127
NGOs 

ACADEMIA AND THINK
TANKS

FOUNDATIONS AND NETWORKS 

CITIES AND CITY NETWORKS________________

UN 

MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS, DEV BANKS & AGENCIES AND IFIs  ________________



418 4
reached byschoolmeal programmes 
from 388million in 2020

bylow-incomecountries, 
despitefiscal crunch

created, mostof themfor women

Inadditional domesticfunding, from
US$43Billion in2020 to US$ 48
Billion

MILLION
CHILDREN

School 
Meals 
Coalition

5 15%

Figures taken from the State of School Feeding 2022

MILLION
DIRECT JOBS

INCREASED 

DOMESTIC 
FINANCING

BILLION

US$

Taking stock
State of  School  Feeding Worldwide



President Paul Kagame of Rwanda scaled up the national school meals 
program from 660,000 million children in 2020 to 3.8 million children in 
2022.

President Biden of USA of the United States announced in 2022 the 
provision of US$1 billion in additional funds to national school meals.

President William Ruto of Kenya committed to introduce universal 
coverage, meaning a scale up from 1.8 million to 10 million children by 
2030. In 2023 the President has more than doubled the budget for 
school meals to ~ US$35 million. The country is incorporating school 
meals into its national climate change efforts, integrating planet-friendly 
measures such as clean cooking initiatives. Federal Government of Germany committed €22 million in multi-year 

funding to support holistic home-grown school feeding programmes in 
Laos and Sierra Leone to catalyze food systems transformation, promote 
clean cooking in schools and advance gender equity. 

Government of United Arab Emirates launched their School Meals 
Initiative, aimed at providing free nutritious school meals to all students 
in public schools within the next two years, moving from 0% to 100% 
national coverage.

Government of France will expand initiatives like the "1€ school meal" 
and "free school breakfast". France has increased financial support for 
school feeding in vulnerable countries and commits to maintaining or 
exceeding the 2024 funding level. 

President Lula da Silva of Brazil committed to exercising global 
leadership on school meals as co-chair School Meals Coalition’s Task 
Force and through international cooperation.

Government of Norway committed to support a US$40 million multi-
year funded project that aims to leverage home-grown school meals to  
accelerate food systems transformation in Ethiopia, Malawi and Niger. 

Government of Bangladesh committed to increase the annual budget 
for the national programme to USD 456 million for 2023-2026, 
expanding coverage from 2.7 million to 3.5 million children.

Early success thanks to country leadership

Government of Tajikistan committed to double the budget for school 
meals for the school year 2023/2024 and to reach more than 50% of 
primary students with nutritious hot meals by 2027.



Reduction of anaemia by up to 20% 
in girls

Increased enrolment 9% and 
attendance 8%

10% of household income indirectly 
transferred through meals

1,377 jobs are created per 100,000 
children fed

Food Systems and 
climate change
Rural economy,
agriculture

School meals go far beyond the plate of food
Every  USD1 invested y ie lds  up to  USD9 in  returns  



Thank you!
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School Meals: Before and During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Unprecedented global reach School closures deprived children 
of education and school meals, and 
facilitated an awareness of the 
value of the school platform for 
health service delivery

RECEIVING SCHOOL 
MEALS GLOBALLY

January 2020 April 2020



Building the member-state led coalition

97 countries have now signed the 
Declaration of Commitment to the 
School Meals Coalition, 
representing 62% of the global 
population.



Goal 

Objectives 

1 2 3

School Meals Coalition: 
Goal and Objectives

Ensure that every child has the opportunity to receive 
a healthy, nutritious meal in school by 2030

Restore or improve 
national school meal 
programmes to 400m 

children by 2023

Reach the 73 million 
most vulnerable children 

who were not reached 
previously by 2030

Raise the quality of 
school health and 

nutrition programmes 
globally by 2030



Research Consortium for School Health and Nutrition
launched in May 2021 as the first initiative of the SMC



Support from UN organizations for the formation of a dedicated 
Research Consortium to support the School Meals Coalition

Endorsement of the Research Consortium

Heads of UN Agencies



Mandate 

Objectives 

1 2

Research Consortium for School Health and Nutrition:
Mandate and Objectives

Promote credible and independent research to inform evidence-
based decision-making on school health and nutrition

Generate evidence on the 
effectiveness of school 

health and nutrition 
programmes and make 
the case for investment 

Provide policymakers of 
Coalition countries with 
programmatic guidance 

on school health and 
nutrition 



*Under development

*

7 global academic Communities of Practice

The Research Consortium for School Health and Nutrition: 
An initiative of the School Meals Coalition



Impact & Evidence CoP:
A systematic review of the evidence on the impact of school health interventions on 
physical and psychological wellbeing

▪ Second Cochrane Systematic Review of the impact of school 
meals, following initial review in 2007

▪ Includes 50+ studies, compared with 18 in first review

▪ Publication anticipated Q3 2024

▪ To be accompanied by further analyses of what the data tells us 
about the impact of school health and nutrition programmes 



Analytics & Metrics CoP:
Determining the value for money of school meals programmes



School meals for pursuing multiple policy objectives

2021 USDA-sponsored global survey of school meals programmes, 
Global Child Nutrition Foundation (GCNF)



Good Examples CoP:
Developing national case studies for every School Meals Coalition member state

Building regional peer-
to-peer school meals 

networks through 
developing national 

case studies.



Nutrition:
The “next 7,000 days” and indicators for school-age children

Phase I: Assembling the evidence

Four papers to be published in the Journal of Nutrition, Spring 
2024:

1. Biology/nutritional needs of school-age children 

2. Impact of a child’s psychosocial and related 
environments 

3. Assessment of the child’s internal and external 
ecologies 

4. Framework for translation and implementation of 
evidence

Phase II: Translating research into practice

▪ Special interest group on SHN in UK Nutrition Society

▪ Collaborating with the SMC’s Data & Monitoring 
Initiative by proposing list of relevant nutrition indicators 
to track

▪ Building a global network of expert nutritionists on 
school-age children, starting in Africa and India through:

➢ Federation of Nutrition Societies of Africa
➢ African Nutrition Society
➢ Regional meeting in Ghana, October 2024
➢ Nutrition Society of India
➢ MSSRFDeveloped in collaboration 

with NIH and USDA, with 50+ 
experts from academic 
institutions globally.



Diet & Food Systems CoP:
White paper on school meals and food systems

▪ Produced in response to interest from SMC member states

▪ Developed in collaboration with 164 contributors from 87 
organizations worldwide for COP28

▪ Finds four key policy areas in which governments can drive food 
systems transformation through planet-friendly national school meals 
programmes:

1. Menu changes
2. Clean and efficient cooking methods
3. Prevention of food loss and waste
4. Holistic food education in schools

▪ Co-creation of a toolkit to support countries to implement and track 
food systems transformation.

CONTEXT:



Kenya has committed to a countrywide 
school feeding program in all public 
primary schools. The government 
together with partners are establishing a 
Kenyan national School Meals Coalition.

Rwanda increased its national 
budget for school meals from US$8 
million in 2020 to US$80 million in 
2022, increasing coverage from 
660,000 children to 3.8 million 
pupils in two years.

Benin made a national budget 
commitment of $270 million dollars over 
the next five years to scale up its national 
program. Coverage of school meals has 
risen from 30% to 75%, with 100% 
expected by the end of the five-year 
commitment.

RwandaBenin Kenya

Translating evidence to policy:
National country-level commitments to scale up school meals



Where are we now?

Published March 2023

TOTAL

418
million 

children

Map: Children receiving school meals 
around the world



www.lshtm.ac.uk/shn   
shnconsortium@lshtm.ac.uk

Join our 
mailing list:



School Food for the Future - what the School 
Meal Coalition and Denmark can learn from 
each other, Christiansborg April 24. 2024

Bent Egberg Mikkelsen, Professor, Urban Food Systems 
Transformation, 
Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management, 
University of Copenhagen

Food at school in 
Denmark 
- results from the Danish case 
study



Eating at school 
the Danish way

“between Lunchpacks, 
Libetarianism & Localness”

22/08/2024 37



Methodology
• Past. Historical sources – the making of 

school food. 

• Present. The frozen history of the SMP 
Socio Technical system

• Problems. What writings identify as 
barriers and challenges

• Potentials. What are promising 
solutions

• Professionals. Opinions & motivations 
of stakeholders

22/08/2024 38
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Project

Potentials 

Professsionals



The rise & fall of the lunchpack

“the little symbol of love 
between mother and child.”

22/08/2024 39



Municipal & other actions

22/08/2024 40

Municipal
1. Copenhagen
2. Frederiksberg
3. Gladsaxe
4. Høje Taastrup
5. Bornholm
6. Lolland
7. Guldborgsund
8. Århus
9. Aalborg
10. Samsø
11. Læsø
12. Tønder
13. Horsens
14. Esbjerg
15. Odense
16. Svendborg

Commercial
1. Skolemad.dk
2. Skolemad.nu
3. Kanpla
4. Godskolemad
5. ØJN
6. Madvognen



Collective, semi- or non collective
By far the most important strategic decission

• Alle Børn Spiser (ABS) creates 
commensality 

• Makes large scale long lasting 
contracts possible

• Decreases foodwaste

• Saves bureaucracy (50 mill/y)

• Free service provision is 
always slightly risky unless 
Can be counteracted by 
participation strategies

22/08/2024 41



School Meal Programs 
– three configurations

Institutions with meal
provision for all

Institutions with no
meal provision

Institutions with 
meals for some

Collective Semi-Collective Non-Collective

Mikkelsen, BE; Mainali,  NA; Shrestha, S & Chapagain, MR: Food  & the school -  review of 

the evidence of European school foodscape practices & policies, under revision



Writing Danish History through school food

22-08-2024 43https://www.tv2nord.dk/laesoe/skole-skriver-danmarkshistorie-naar-eleverne-spiser-sammen-og-gratis

https://www.tv2nord.dk/laesoe/skole-skriver-danmarkshistorie-naar-eleverne-spiser-sammen-og-gratis


Lunch break in a school near your

1. Teacher leaves

2. Curtains drawn

3. YouTube screen turned on

4. Mobile phones activated

5. Noise level increase

6. Lunch packs are thrown

22/08/2024 44



A non collective approach

some pupils taking school 
food at some schools – from 

time to time”

22/08/2024 45



Typology of configurations
Central solutions

Private subcontracting Central solutions faced all schools having only satellite kitchens 
reception facilities.

Municipal institutional food service units Central solutions faced all schools having only satellite kitchens and 
reception facilities.

Decentral solutions
Decentral production configuration A local food service unit with locally employed staff
Pedagogical integration a local food service unit adapted and extended with teaching 

facilities and involvement of pupils in the food service operation
Pedagogical integration and attachment to 
STEM classes

a local food service unit adapted and extended with teaching 
facilities and involvement of pupils in the food service operation 
and integration and bridgebuilding to makerspaces and science 
teaching

Integration of volunteers a local food service unit adapted and extended with teaching 
facilities and involvement of volunteers in the food service 
operation

Integration of growing facilities a local food service unit or a centrally based set-up extended with 
gardening and cultivation 

22/08/20
24
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A typology of solutions is provided below



What are challenges?
• unhealthy eating and high 

intake of ultraprocessed 

food

• suboptimal intake of fruit 

& vegetables (VF)

• lunch skipping and lunch 

pack throwing

• poor learning climate due 

to adverse eating patterns

• lack of social cohesion due to unorganized 

meal situations with no teacher involvement

• out dated food teaching practices due to lack 

of modernized food literacy training materials

• lack of growing and cultivation literacy due to 

food systems alienation 

• lack of application of whole school 

approaches and local community involvement 

22/08/2024 47



How many take a meal at school

•Skolemad.dk: 5000/day 
(43 operators, 280 
schools)

•Skolemad.nu

•Godskolemad.dk

•Kanpla.dk (160 schools)

•Other than Skolemad: 
estimate = 15.000/day

•KK Eat: 6.500

•KK Madskoler: 5.000

•Others: 10.000

•65.000 = ca 10%

22-08-2024 Copyright: Bent Egberg Mikkelsen



Schools that offer a meal

• Skolemad.dk: 280 
schools)

•Kanpla.dk (160 schools)

• Skolemad.nu*

•Godskolemad.dk*

• In total 620 

• Læsø: 1

•KK Food Schools: 15

•KK Eat: 49

• In total 65

22/08/2024 49* Estimated at 180 in total

Grand total 
705 = 65%



Extras +/-

Decrease

•Volunteers

•Pupil co-kitcheneurs

• Food Sharing

•Pedagogical integration

•Co-production

Increase

• Lunch supervision

•Pedagogical extras

•Gardening integration

22/08/2024 50



How kids eat at school at random day*

•Take a school meal: 65.000

•Throw the lunchpack: 130.000

•Allowed to leave school: 200.000**

•Do something else: 300.000 ***

22-08-2024 Copyright: Bent Egberg Mikkelsen

* Estimated figures
** Potential cornerstore customers
*** Majority will take a lunch pack and some will skip lunch



Recommendations
1. Teacher agreements and 

eating environments. 

2. Pedagogical integration. 

3. Food service infrastructure. 

4. Eating facilities. 

5. Labelling schemes and 
monitoring. 

6 Local community integration and 
benefits. 

7. Pupil, parents & teachers 
involvement and engagement. 

8. Applying a multistakeholder 
approach. 

9. Financing & payment. 

10. Build on existing body of 
knowledge. 

22/08/2024 52
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Whats next?
• 26 experts consulted

• Endless editorials

• Two political salons

• Danish press text – 7 pager

• Presentation April 24

• Consultation 

• Updating

• Submission to SMC (June 6-10)

• Revisions: bemi@ing.ku.dk

22/08/2024
54
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